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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
As I started to write this latest installment of Johnny’s epic journey
across America, I realized it has now been two years since we made
the trek from LA to VA.
As you might recall my next stop was the Pima Air Museum in
Tucson. There was a long line of mostly ROF’s in line waiting to get
in, but I finally got to the front of the line and I can say this is one of
the best aviation museums in the country. Maybe not as good the
Smithsonian’s Udvar-Hazey Center or the Museum of the United
States Air Force, but pretty close. If you are an aviation buff then this
needs to be on your bucket list. They have a B-29, B-17 and B-24
along with a number of other commercial and military aircraft. They
even have three B-52’s. One was #183, which was at Loring AFB in
the early 70’s. As I recall, Vern Davis was her crew chief, while I was
Crew Chief on #512 and later #239 back in the day. Walking around
#183 I was starting to get a little too nostalgic, so it was time to
press on.
Eastbound and down, we flew through New Mexico only stopping for
fuel, drinks and relief. Before I knew it Las Cruces was in the rear
view mirror and El Paso was spread out before us. Once again I
ignored The Lady from Waze and stayed on I-10 through El Paso
getting ensnarled in rush hour traffic. Who would think El Paso
would have a rush hour? Finally through, I hoped to make up some
time before catching some shut-eye. With precious few places to
stay in the wilds of West Texas and an 80 mph speed limit, it was
not too hard to do. I finally turned off in Van Horn some 20 minutes
after dark and found the El Capitan Hotel. The El Capitan is a
bespoke hotel built in 1930, and as the story goes they had a
speakeasy in the basement during Prohibition. I managed to get a
room and then went downstairs to grab some dinner. They had a
pistachio fried steak with jalapeño gravy that was different, but very
good. Hey, it is Texas after all.
Johnny performed admirably, although the SRS light came back on
later in the drive, almost as if to tell me it was time to call it a day.
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The front-end vibration did not seem as bad and although the transmission seemed to clunk a bit
when selecting drive there were no noticeable problems. One nice thing about this car is that there
are no “nanny” devices, unlike my E350 Cabrio had with its blind spot warning, backup camera and
buzzers, which means I have to look before I leap. Fortunately, there is a lot of visibility so you can
see everything around you quite easily, unlike a modern car where you are enclosed in a protective
shell with limited visibility.
The trip from Van Horn to San Antonio on Thursday began just before sunrise, heading out I-10 over
the Trans-Pecos. There is quite a topographical change between the deserts of California, Arizona
and New Mexico to the rolling hills of West Texas where scrub oaks predominate the landscape. The
gradual elevation decrease of 3,000 feet en-route to San Antonio is masked by the constant
undulation of the terrain. Just before crossing the Pecos River I spotted a “scenic loop” and me being
me, decided to check it out. The 24-mile diversion took Johnny and me through the town of Sheffield,
which unlike its namesake in England was never a center of manufacturing of any kind. This town is
probably as desolate and as poor as it gets in Texas. A bit further on I came across the Fort Lancaster
Historical Site. The fort was established in 1855 to protect travelers and mail on the overland route
from San Antonio to San Diego. The outpost was
permanently abandoned in 1868 and all that remains
are some foundation walls and a small visitor’s center.
As far as the diversion being “scenic,” the only
difference in the view that I could see was the change
from a four-lane Interstate to two-lanes.
As with the journey through Arizona and New Mexico,
this area is also heavily patrolled by U.S. Customs
and Border Patrol agents. I encountered two Border
Patrol checkpoints and several unmanned gauntlets
where your picture is taken as you cruise through.
The speed limit along I-10 is 80 mph and I spent a
majority of my time on or above that number with nary
a complaint from Johnny. Only a minimally annoying
vibration from the front, which seemed to subside
somewhat as the speed increased, interrupted an
otherwise perfect ride. Initially I thought it might have
Fort Lancaster West Texas
been motor mounts instead of a strut problem, but it
turns out at the end of the trip I found it was just the
crappy tires the PO put on the car prior to putting it up
for sale. One of the nice things about this car that I alluded to earlier was the expansive glass and
great visibility. This lends itself to resting one’s elbow on the door ledge with the window down. That is
something I can’t really say is comfortable to do in a modern survival cocoon.
One slightly disturbing image I passed with almost as much regularity as mile markers were spots of
burned areas along the shoulder of the road. These weren't from the carelessness of a discarded
cigarette, but a marker of where somebody's car burned to the ground along the highway. In the
middle of West Texas and miles from nowhere, I’m sure this was a completely helpless feeling
watching what in some cases must have been all of one’s worldly possessions go up in flames. The
striking regularity of these spots traversing the desert and chaparral gives one pause. I’m glad I
brought along a fire extinguisher.
It took a full eight hours to make it to my buddy’s house in San Antonio and of course, I hit the north
west part of town during rush hour. Like El Paso before it, San Antonio traffic is every bit as bad as
what I encountered in L.A. or even back east in D.C. True to form, the SRS light came on about 15
minutes from destination telling me it was time to call it a day. Thankfully, Johnny and I arrived at Paul
and Julie’s house unscathed and enjoyed a nice dinner along with a few adult beverages while we
caught up and reminisced.
Next time: Dead relatives, the Big D and points east.
- Brad P.
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SILVER STAR PRESERVATION
Most car show aficionados are aware that all Concours
recognize original untouched and non-restored cars for
individual awards. For example, Pebble Beach, the most
prestigious of all Concours, has a classification known as the
”Preservation Class” and presents awards to Pre-War and
Post-War cars that meet these standards. Many other
Concours have followed their lead. Today the preservation
class is one of the most popular classifications at MBCA's
section, regional, national events and major Concours around
the globe.
A B O U T T H E S I LV E R S TA R P R E S E R VAT I O N
CLASSIFICATION
MBCA members are passionate about showing their prized
vintage cars. Some member possess original and untouched
cars and covet to preserve their originality. However, by
keeping their vehicles in the initial state from the day they were
purchased, they would suffer deductions. Often, judges would
advise them to replace worn leather, wood pieces, and better
detail their engine compartments. Vintage car owners feel that
by doing so will desecrate their vehicles originality. As a result,
the Silver Star Preservation Classification was created and has rapidly gained widespread
acceptance. The Silver Star Preservation Classification is for cars that are 25 years old or older that
are original and have never been restored. It is intended for driver-quality cars that have withstood
the test of time, climate, and daily driving. It is not designed for trailered show cars, or barn finds
that are not in operational condition. Silver Star Preservation Classification is designed to formally
recognize original cars that meet the defined set of standards by presenting the owner with a
certificate commemorating the event and displaying a photo and pertinent data, suitable for framing.
It can also add to the origin of your car whenever one intends to sell or insure it. The certificate
awards the owners who have preserved their pride and joy over the years and have resisted the
temptation to restore. As the saying goes," they are only original once," and as we all know, you
cannot restore originality!
SILVER STAR PRESERVATION CLASSIFICATION ELIGIBILITY
Members with eligible Mercedes-Benz can enter their original car in an MBCA sanctioned sectional,
regional, or national Concours. To be eligible, the vehicle must be at least 25 years old, and be in
good working order, driven under its’ own power to the event, and be mostly original. Member's cars
should have an original engine and drivetrain. They can possess partial refurbishments of various
components, but complete restorations will not be accepted.
At the event, each Silver Star entrant will be given a Silver Star Preservation Classification score
sheet and receive instruction for how to complete the form. The cars will be self-judged by the
entrant. On the score sheet, the entrants will provide which features of the vehicle are entirely
original and which elements have been altered over time.
A Preservation Class judge, assigned by the Concours Chief Judge, will review the completed form
with the entrant, verifying the state of the car. If the vehicle has earned enough points to be certified,
the Chief Judge and the Class Judge will initial the form. A digital photo of the entrant’s car in JPEG
format is taken at the show, and the completed classification form along with the picture will be
forwarded to the MBCA National Business Office. The MBCA National Business Office will create
and send the owner an official Silver Star Certificate declaring the car to have met the standards of
the Silver Star Preservation Class. The owner may also purchase a specially designed grille badge
from the MBCA National Business Office.
Cars may be certified at additional shows in succeeding years.
- Courtesy MBCA
DAS KABEL
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THE C123 MARKET

Mercedes-Benz introduced the C123 Coupé in 1977, a little over one year after unveiling their
workhorse W123 sedan. The popularity of modern Mercedes-Benz Coupés is legendary, from the
W187 220 Coupé introduced in 1954 to the C, E & S-Class coupés of today. Values of these fine
automobiles, especially of those in excellent condition with a full ownership and service history, remain
strong with “new classics” appreciating year over year. Sorry, no cabriolet (see page 8).
The Coupé offers a choice of four, five (diesel) or six-cylinder engines. Initially, the 2.3-liter fourcylinder engine was only available with a carburetor, but when the change was made to the new M
102 engine series as part of the model year 1980, the Bosch K-Jetronic was incorporated. The KJetronic system delivered improved fuel economy, better performance, and smoother operation.
Any C123 will provide years of service if it has been well maintained and cared for. Mileages of
150,000 to 200,000 miles or more before major overhaul are not uncommon with regular oil changes
and valve adjustments. Trouble-prone areas are cracks in the exhaust manifold and failed head
gaskets. Defective distributor caps and failing fuel pump relays can cause annoyance as well.
Transmissions are very reliable, although the five-speed manual is a rarity and highly sought option.
As in any car, regular transmission fluid and filter changes are necessary protection against premature
failure.
Interiors are very durable, but any car left out in the sun will suffer the ravages of exposure. Seat
springs can become sloppy but can be renewed. Front seats have folding backrests, which feature a
vacuum locking mechanism. The diaphragms in the vacuum devices can and do fail. Cracked dashes
and wood trim can be remedied, but professional restoration can be expensive.
Other problems may include the multifunction lever on the steering column, controls for heating and
ventilation, or the electrically operated steel sliding sunroof. Make sure the sunroof works and the
drains are clear. Blocked drains can lead to hidden rust in the C-pillars and trunk. The central locking
system contains vacuum actuators, and problems can be caused by the vacuum system no longer
being airtight due to cracks in the plastic housings or ruptured internal diaphragms. Fault-finding here
can be time consuming and expensive. Many original radios have been replaced with more modern
audio equipment, which negatively affects the car’s value. Becker Auto Sound of Saddle Brook, NJ
sells and services just about every original Becker radio ever installed in a Mercedes-Benz (https://
www.beckerautosound.com/classic-becker-radios).
DAS KABEL
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Suspensions, wheels, and brakes are durable and only need regular attention, inspection, lubrication
and the replacement of worn out or broken parts.
As with any classic car, original paint and rust free are more desirable than Maaco “restorations”.
“Patina” has its place; however, IMHO the current “barn find,” bird poop covered, never wash again
rage is BRAVO SIERRA. Make sure and factor the rejuvenation of any chrome and stainless steel trim
if required or desired.
A full-on restoration of a C123 is not economically justifiable; however, if it is something that you really,
really want or if a specific car has some sentimental value than the cost may not be a factor to you. I
know the likelihood of ever receiving a return on the money I have “invested” into Johnny, my 560
SEC, is remote at best, but that is not why I purchased this particular C126.
The C123 model range includes the 230C built between 1977-1980; 230CE, 1980-85, 280C, 1980-85;
280CE 1977-85; and the 300CD, 1977-85. You can find tatty, but complete coupés from around
$5,000 or excellent examples for $25,000. In most cases, you can find a really nice 230C between
$8,000 and $14,000 or for a few dollars more the harder to find 280CE with its fuel-injected sixcylinder engine can be had from $10,000 to $16,000. Coupés generally fetch a 10% to 25% premium
over their similarly equipped sedan counterparts, and as such are, in this author’s opinion, not only
better looking but a better investment as well. Surprisingly, Estates or Station Wagons as we call them
here in the USA can go for more money that either the coupé or sedan. Go figure.
Sources? You can start by contacting fellow members of our own Central Virginia Section of the
Mercedes-Benz Club of America. Quite often members have cars for sale or know of somebody who
does. The MBCA website and Star magazine have classified sections as well. Craig’s List is also a
possibility when looking for a car nearby; however, do be aware of potential scams. I personally have
an addiction to Bring-a-Trailer, a.k.a., BaT, where there are always a number of Mercedes-Benz cars
of all types being auctioned. By the way, the owner of BaT is a MBCA member. Hemmings, eBay,
MercedesHeritage.com, and other online sites can be good sources. I must warn you, the vehicle of
your dreams can be far away, and you may be forced to travel thousands of miles across the country
to retrieve your treasure as I did after purchasing Johnny on eBay. It was a great adventure, as you
are finding out, and worth all the money and 3,477-mile road trip back home. Of course, shipping is
always an option. Boring!
No matter how you acquire a new to you C123, a well-chosen example, well maintained, will provide
you with years of pleasure driving, showing, tinkering, repairing, cleaning and polishing, if you are into
those kinds of things. At the end of the day, it just may return a bit of your hard earned money via
appreciation too. (photos courtesy Mercedes-Benz/Götz Sternenfels)
- Brad P.
DAS KABEL
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HOW TO CHANGE TAIL LIGHT BULB
Light bulbs always burn out at the most inopportune time. Either the bulb warning light on the dash
lights up to tell you one of them needs attention or you find the turn signals are flashing much faster
than usual. Some bulbs do not require a trip to the shop, but they do require that you use the correct
bulb, especially on newer cars with warning systems. My suggestion is that you get a Ziploc bag
purchase one of each bulb your car uses so you have them on hand. Mercedes does not offer kits of
bulbs but it isn’t hard for the dealership to get one or more of each you may need. You may find
“deals” on bulbs at discount stores but beware, cars that have the bulb monitoring system need the
correct bulb to continue working correctly. - Chip H.
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ANNUAL HOLIDAY LUNCHEON @ EDELWEISS

Service Pins
!!!Richard Schwartz 50 years!!!
!!Willard Milby 35 years!!
!William Stewart 30 years!
James Replogle 20 years
Owen (Chip) Hughes 5 years
Todd Lusby 5 years
Donald Page 5 years

DAS KABEL

!8

SPRING 2019

VOLUME 2 ISSUE 1

CENTRAL VIRGINIA SECTION

MERCEDES-BENZ NEWS
•

Automobile Magazine reports Mercedes-Benz will drop the Coupé and Cabriolet
versions of the S-Class with the arrival of the W223 in 2020.

•

Mercedes-Benz recently unveiled their new AMG GLE 53 4MATIC+ Hybrid SUV. The
Sports Ute has a high output 3.0 -liter six-cylinder internal combustion engine
producing 435 hp, and an electric motor with an additional output of 16 kW.
Expected performance is 0-60 in 5.3 seconds and an electronically limited top
speed of 155 mph.

•

Mercedes-Benz announced the “Final Edition” of the SLC, which started life as the
SLK in 1996. No announcement has been made concerning a successor to the
SLC.

•

The new Mercedes-Benz G-Wagen, now sporting an independent front suspension,
has scored 5 Stars the in the European New Car (crash) Assessment Program.

•

In mid-February, Mercedes-AMG unveiled the new F1 W10 EQ Power+ 2019
Formula One car. First laps were conducted at Silverstone with full testing taking
place in Barcelona later in the month.
The Missing Cabrio

C123 undergoing cabriolet conversion @ Auto Haus Classic Center, Williamsburg, VA

DAS KABEL
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EVENTS
GWS MBCA AutoCross
March 24
James Woods High School
161 Apple Pie Ridge Rd., Winchester, VA
MotorsportReg.com

MBCA Triangle Section Tour of the NASCAR Hall of Fame
March 30
Charlotte, NC
MotorsportReg.com

MBCA GWS Odds & Ends Detailing: Workshop
April 7
Odds & Ends Detailing
112 Oakgrove Road, Unit 111
Sterling, VA 20166
Motorsport.reg

Blancpain GT World Challenge America
April 26-28
Virginia International Raceway, VA
1245 Pine Tree Rd., Alton, VA 24520
virnow.com

GWS MBCA AutoCross
April 28
James Woods High School
161 Apple Pie Ridge Rd., Winchester, VA
MotorsportReg.com

Greenbrier Concours d’Elegance
May 3-5
The Greenbriar
101 Main St., White Sulphur Springs, WV 24986
https://www.greenbrierconcours.com/international-car-show.html

Williamsburg British & European Car Show
May 4
1430 High Street, Williamsburg, VA
https://10times.com/williamsburg-british-car-club-british-european-c

36th Deutsche Marque Concours d’Elegance
May 5
Nottoway Park
9601 Courthouse Rd., Vienna, VA 22181
http://www.dmconcours.com
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EVENTS (CONT)
GWS MBCA AutoCross
May 19
James Woods High School
161 Apple Pie Ridge Rd., Winchester, VA
MotorsportReg.com

Sandhills Motoring Festival 2019
May 24-27
Pinehurst, North Carolina
https://www.sandhillsmotoringfestival.com

Fredericksburg Antique Car Show
June 1
Fredericksburg, VA
Contact: J. Brown, 703-725-7948

Summer & Fall Stuttgart, Germany Tours
June 24-30 & September 9-15, 2019
https://mbca.org/sites/default/files/reference/German-Tour-Registration-Form-2019_0.pdf

Legends of the Autobahn
August 16
Jack Nicklaus Club Monterey
100 Pasadera Drive, Monterey, CA 93940
legendsoftheautobahn.org

IMSA Michelin GT Challenge
August 23-25
Virginia International Raceway, VA
1245 Pine Tree Rd., Alton, VA 24520
virnow.com

Hilton Head Concours d’Elegance & Motoring Festival
October 24 - November 3
Hilton Head, SC
hhiconcours.com

Cars & Coffee
Roanoke Valley C&C - 2nd & 4th Saturday of the month
Tanglewood Mall, 4420-A Electric Rd
C&C Richmond – Every other Saturday (starting March 9) 8:00 -10:30
Regency Square Mall, 1420 N Parham Rd
C&C Williamsburg - 2nd Saturday of every month; 8:00-10:00
The Coffeehouse, 5251 John Tyler Hwy
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Das Kabel is the official publication of The
Central Virginia Section of the Mercedes-Benz
Club of America

Newsletter Editor: Brad Purvis
Phone: 757-869-1459
Email: bradpurvis@mac.com

Mailing Address:
CVS-MBCA
10514 Gayton Rd.
Henrico, VA 23238 USA

Editorial Assistant: Avril Purvis
Email: avrilpurvis@icloud.com

General Information:
Email: cvsmbca@gmail.com
Website: https://cva.mbca.org

Will Milby
Phone: 804-399-3913
Email: wpmilby@gmail.com

•••••••••••••••••••••••••

Robert Aftel
Phone: 540-908-4419
Email: raftel@yahoo.com

Officers (and other humans with varying degrees of

2019 Directors at Large

prominence)

President: Owen “Chip” Hughes
Phone: 804-288-0885
Email: benz.doc@icloud.com
Vice President: Steven O’York
Phone: 804-382-8563
Email: soyork@verizon.net
Secretary: Donnie Page
Phone: 540-300-2312
Email: pagedw@gmail.com

Gene Bailey
Phone: 540-809-9202
Email: gene@baileypresidentialconsulting.com
Todd Jenkins
804-370-9700
3709700@gmail.com
MBCA Eastern Regional Director
Doug Geganto
Phone: 404-754-9955
dgeganto@charter.net

Treasurer: Richard Schwartz
Phone: 540-891-5334
Email: richtraveler@gmail.com
Membership: Todd Lusby
Phone: 804-767-5291
Email: tlusby@gmail.com
Events Chair: OPEN
Phone:
Email:
Webmaster: Donnie Page
Phone: 540-300-2312
Email: pagedw@gmail.com
Facebook Gatekeeper: Jansen Rogers
Phone: 804-836-3724
Email: cvsmbca@gmail.com

DAS KABEL

!1 2

SPRING 2019

CENTRAL VIRGINIA SECTION

VOLUME 2 ISSUE 1

Visit us on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/Central-Virginia-SectionMercedes-Benz-Club-of-America-652612551444306/

MEMBERSHIP

SUBMISSIONS

Membership in the MBCA is open to any
Mercedes-Benz enthusiast regardless whether
you own a Mercedes-Benz or not. For more
information please visit https://www.mbca.org/
join-today. To renew your current or lapsed
membership visit https://www.mbca.org/user/
renew. If you have any questions please Email
our Membership Chairman Todd Lusby at:
tlusby@gmail.com.

We encourage our members to submit articles,
stories and pictures for publication in Das Kabel.
We kindly ask you follow the specifications listed
below. To submit an article, please send to
bradpurvis@mac.com. Make sure you reference
Das Kabel somewhere in the subject line.

Visit us online at: https://cva.mbca.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CentralVirginia-Section-Mercedes-Benz-Club-ofAmerica-652612551444306/

SUBMISSION DEADLINE
15th of the month preceding the issue month,
i.e., Summer issue:
15 May
SUBMISSION SPECIFICATIONS
Text: any Arial, Verdana or Helvetica
Font Size: 10-12 pt
Format: Word, Pages or Text file
Photos: max size 1MB, jpeg or gif
(min 800 x 800 pixels)

NEW MEMBERS
Erin Hill - Bixby, OK
Roger Smith - South Chesterfield, VA
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ERATTA
D ISCLAIMER:

Das Kabel’s purpose is to
disseminate news, technical information and
superfluous minutiae related to Mercedes-Benz
automobiles. Any maintenance technique,
modification or hack published in Das Kabel
should be weighed against conventional,
traditional, and generally archaic maintenance
practices and procedures established by Trappist
Monks. Das Kabel is not the authority on
maintaining or improving Mercedes-Benz
automobiles. The views expressed are those of
the author of the article or person quoted and not
necessarily that of the Editor, CVS, MBCA,
Mercedes-Benz NA, Daimler AG or any of their
affiliated organizations (although maybe they
should be). Owners should consider possible
techniques or modifications in light of common
sense and compromises involving economy,
longevity, performance, reliability, drivability,
legality, and resale value not to mention the affect
on one’s virtue, morality, integrity, dignity, honor,

respectability, nobility, purity, ethics and good
character. Any modifications possibly affecting
emissions or safety are just silly and should not be
attempted. Neither this publication nor this
organization, Editor or his minions will assume
any liability for ensuing consequences for your
inept application of those techniques described
herein.
- Editor

CVS-MBCA
10514 Gayton Rd.
Henrico,VA 23238
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